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This course is designed to introduce you to the basic understanding on what economic topics are discussed in Japan, and what economic theories and data are useful for these discussions. The
course structure is, (1) overview of the current problems in Japan and Asia (class sessions #1-3), (2) the current economic situation in Japan (#4-6), (3) the economic policies that the current
government is conducting (#7-10), and (4) Japan’ s strategy towards Asian countries and their interrelation (#11-14).
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The aims of this course are:

(1) To introduce students to basic knowledge in economic affairs in Japan and Asia which are well-known and referred often in the current discussion of the Japanese economy.
(2) To introduce students to analytical tools (both economic and non—economic) which are, and should be, used in the discussions.

(3) To enable students to participate in debates or discussions on current economic affairs, regardless of their major.

Student’ s level of proficiency in English does not matter very much in attending the class sessions.
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[%1[E]] Economic situation in Japan

[552[E]] Overview of the economic affairs in Japan

[%£3[E]] Overview of the economic affairs in Asia

[54[A] Japan's ‘Lost decade’ — Low growth and deflation

[%5[E] Monetary and fiscal policies

[%6[E] Japan’s enormous public debt and fiscal deficit

[%7[E] Consumption tax rate hikes and public pension reforms

[%£8[E]] International competitiveness of the Japanese economy

[559[E]] Regulatory reform

[%10[E] 3.11 Earthquake and the Japanese economy

[511[E]] Importance of the Asian economy for Japan

[512[8]] Japanese affiliates in Asia

[%13[E] Japan’s ODA and infrastructure system exports to Asia

[514@E] FTAs/EPAs with/within Asian countries

[5515[E]] Other important topics and exam
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AV Evaluation is based on test (40%), reports (40%) and attendance (20%).
This.course is assessed by a one—hour unseen written examination (using an English dictionary is permitted), two assignments and active participation in the class
gizz:r?tss; are required to do two assignment during the term. One is to answer a fill-in—the—blank type questions, and the other is to write a short essay (approx. 500
words) in English.
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Indicated in each class session.
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Preparation: Basic comprehension in micro— and macroeconomics will definitely give you an advantage to understand the topics more easily. In addition, reading relevant newspaper articles to
each topic is recommended.

Review: Handouts are provided in each class session. The students are advised to check the meaning of important terms and theories as all of them may not be explained enough only within the
class session.
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